Lesson Plan Designed by: Michael Arehart 

IDAHO magazine article: September 2002; "Second Chances; The Idaho Youth Ranch,” by Keogh, Kirk.
Standard:  136110 Examine the agents of socialization and understand how their effects 



vary through the different stages of life. 

 
       136111 Explore the contributing factors and functions of deviant behavior.

Theme:  Restorative Justice means never give up; "None of us are worthless."

Skill: Discernment, empathy, objectivity, analysis and evaluation

Gaining attention: Present a slide taken from the Idaho tax code that offers tax deduction for contributions to the Idaho Youth Ranch along with a picture of a Juvenile Offender.

Informing the Learner of the Objective: At the end of this lesson the student will be able to describe problems and influences that some young people encounter in their socialization. Students will also be able to describe a means by which a young person can positively change their approach to life.

Presenting the Stimulus Material: Present PowerPoint slides demonstrating the goals and activities of the ranch.  Connecting narrative between slides on how the founding of the Ranch and its emphasis on "Restorative Justice" is expressed in these activities and goals.

Founded in 1953 by the Reverend James Crowe, its first graduate was a boy who had been arrested for shoplifting, vandalism and other delinquent behavior.  In 1958 the Congress approved the sale of four square miles of land at the price of one dollar per acre each year for twenty-five years.  

The treatment philosophy used to get kids back on track is based on using their strengths.  The focus is on building upon what is right about the child and their family. 

Restorative justice is not only about punishing the guilty; it's also about making things right with the victim and the community. This is drastically different from the criminal justice system which ignores the part of the community and focuses on punishment.

Volunteer work in the community and victim-offender mediation are emphasized.  Personal apology, making amends, restitution, and whatever else it takes to make things "Right" are key parts of the mediation. The goal is to personalize the actions of the offense and develop a plan of atonement that reconciles the offender and the victim.

In addition to the mediation, Youth Ranch residents attend school, participate in daily counseling groups and perform chores.  

As one graduate reflected, "Until the ranch stepped in, they thought I was worthless, and they wrote me off."  "None of us are worthless."

Providing Feedback: Verbal quiz of class will be done concerning how the ranch developed and what it does.  

Assessing the Behavior:  A short in-class essay recapping the ranch's history and its goals; and a take-home essay on "Why I do or don't support efforts like the Idaho Youth Ranch."

Closure: Review of the Objective by the class; reflection after test; essays are graded.  

Extension: Visit by a Youth Ranch speaker.

